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Mission Statement
The Padua Center, sponsored by 
St. Martin de Porres Parish, is a 
Christian community-based presence 
reaching out by empowering people 
at all stages of life to achieve their 
maximum potential through education, 
counseling, support and community 
involvement.

Vision
The Vision of the Padua Center is a 
neighborhood free of commercial sex 
trafficking, and drugs (use and supply), 
beautified by the people actively 
engaged in community and self-growth.

Principles
Umoja—unity
Imani—faith
Kujichagulia—Self-determination
Ujima—collective work
Ujamaa—cooperative economics
Nia—purpose

Kuumba—creativity
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Since June 16, 2008, life at the Padua Center has never been busier! Alicia 
Smith, Educational Coordinator, has brought 
insight, expertise, and lots of new energy 
to Padua Center. She began her ministry at 
Padua Center with the first week of Vacation 
Bible School and has been organizing and 
coordinating the summer camps and the 
tutoring programs.

Alicia brings experience as a former teacher 
and principal at the Pentecostal Christian 
Academy, in Detroit, Michigan. Although her 
husband maintained home ownership and 
employment in Toledo, Alicia and her children 
were involved in the school in Detroit. She is 
glad that their family will once again unite.

Alicia and her husband, Major Smith, have three children: Major, 
Alexis, and Joseph. Major worked during the summer camps as a Youth 
Counselor. Alexis and Joseph have been attending the camps and helping. 
Major (Senior) has also been helping at the Padua Center and the family 
is often here helping Alicia.

Alicia Says

I am truly thankful and blessed to be part of the Padua Center. We touch 
the community with such diverse ways—from the young to the old, to 
the educated and to the economically disadvantaged. The Padua Center 
helps to make a difference and my position as Educational Coordinator 
allows me to network with positive components in the city to benefit 
our neighborhood. Individuals like my director, Sister Virginia Welsh, Bill 
Blackwell, Jonathan Boyle and our wonderful staff are a great source of 
information and assistance in this ministry of love. My family and I enjoy 
working within the Center. We are looking forward to working with our 
extended family, the St. Martin de Porres Parish in it’s continuous efforts 
of outreach, beautification and growth within our community. Again, 
thank you for this great opportunity to be a blessing to someone else.

Alicia Smith: First Educational Coordinator

Alicia Smith, Educational 
Coordinator for the Padua 
Center.



A strong core staff base has created a fun summer for the children at Padua Center. Each day the Center fills 
with the ideas, energy, and commitment of six women who dedicated to helping children and having fun 
while doing it! Claudia Cooper, AmeriCorps member, has worked at Padua Center since January. She brings 
vast experience, including a Special Education degree. Her lovely voice, her artistic talent and her passion for 
African-American history really enriches the 
experience greatly.
 
Shara Jones, AmeriCorps member, worked 
at Meadows Choice School during the 
academic year and Padua Center for the 
summer. Shara has become an expert on 
preparing lunch for the children, tutoring 
and creative ideas. Renee Zeismer comes to 
the Center from the University of Toledo’s 
UT3 program. Immediately Renee received 
the older children to tutor, as she was 
willing to tackle 8th grade math.
 
Amber McCormick is no stranger to Padua Center. She gave her first year of AmeriCorps service to the Center 
and was instrumental in establishing the after-school tutoring program, as well as giving many hours to the 
summer camps last summer. Amber came to the first summer camp this year and decided to stay on! 

Alicia Smith and Sister Virginia Welsh continue their roles in leadership of the Center. Alicia works with all the 
staff members in planning the camps, arranging activities and many community connections.

Thoughts from Our Summer Tutoring Staff

I am very happy to be back at Padua Center this summer. I have enjoyed working with the students and staff. 
Everyone has come together beautifully. The Padua Center has grown so much since it opened. I feel that the 
success of the Center is attributable to the efforts of the director, Sister Virginia Welsh, the educational coordinator, 
Alicia Smith and the tutors. I look forward to spending more time at Padua Center. —Amber McCormick

A highlight for me this summer was having the opportunity to lead the children of the Peace Camp in some 
yoga exercises. The children showed signs of being uncomfortable with the exercises at the beginning of the 
week. There was some fidgeting, nervous laughter, whispering, etc. particularly during the exercises requiring 
silence. By the end of the week, however, not only were the children doing the exercises appropriately, but 
also, they appeared to be looking forward to this particular time together. It was very rewarding for me to see 
this transformation taking place within them. —Claudia Cooper

Working at Padua Center has allowed me to gain valuable experience in collaborating with community 
organizations. I have been able to meet and get to know staff, students, community members, and leaders. Being 
involved in the organization and planning process at Padua Center has been a rewarding endeavor. I believe this 
experience has given me the upper edge I will need to be an effective urban educator. —Renee Ziesmer

I really enjoyed the week of Peace Camp. It was a very busy camp and I felt like my ‘to do’ list was endless. 
However, toward the end of the week, things started coming together. The kids did a wonderful job on all their 
projects and their program was awesome! —Shara Jones

Summer Staff Brings Many Gifts to Padua

Claudia Cooper, Alicia Smith, Sister Virginia Welsh (the front row);  
Shara Jones, Renee Zeismer, Amber McCormick (the back row).



Under the guidance of Mike Parker, Jack Lindberg, 
Toledo Grows volunteers, and AmeriCorps 
member Brian Zelip, a number of young men 
from the CITE program spent six weeks building 
the chicken coop which will be part of the Edible, 
Playable Fitness Ground. Located behind Padua 
Center, the coop has the design of a children’s 
playhouse with a sloped roof and whitewashed 
walls reminiscent of Tom Sawyer. With teasing in 
her voice, Sister Ginny said they would name the 
chickens after the builders. Rob asked to name his 
chicken Roberta, and then Ron wanted Ronysha, 
Brian will name his Brianna, Mike requested 
Michelle, Jamie wants Jamisha, and Jack will 
name his chicken Jackie! With the fencing in 
place, everything is ready for the chickens to 
arrive. Once we install the fitness equipment, we 
will welcome the chickens.

Chicken Coop is ready and waiting!

Camp Highlights

Rob, one of the CITE members who helped construct the chicken coop, 
proudly shows off his work.

A presentation about Peace Cranes at our Peace 

Rally- part of our Shalom Peace Camp.

Campers just having fun at Magic Camp.

Measuring the ‘Bouncing Egg’ during Magic Camp.



Padua Center invites you to 
Our Leadership Installation
The Parish Community of St. Martin de Porres invites 
you to their Leadership Installation.

Pastoral Staff
Sister Virginia Welsh, Pastoral Leader
Very Reverend Christopher Vasko, Chaplain
Mary Thebo, Administrative Assistant
K. LaVerne Redden, Outreach Ministries
Sister Rosellyn Theisen, Stewardship Ministries

Pastoral Team and the Pastoral Council
Alicia Smith, Padua Center Educational Coordinator
Very Reverend Michael Billian, President

Where and When:
Sunday, August 24, 2008 at 10:30 AM Sunday Liturgy
St. Martin de Porres Church, 1119 West Bancroft 
Street, Toledo, Ohio 43606

Blessings from Young Volunteer Groups

During this past summer, numerous volunteer 
groups enriched the activities at Padua Center. Two 
potential Eagle Scouts lent their leadership skills 
to our program. Andrew Gaillardtz will oversee the 
installation of the “Fitness Ground” during the first 
week of August. David Gaillardtz will lead the other 
Eagle Scout project. He organized an Educational 
Camp Week ending with a Carnival, scheduled for 
August 1. The Catholic HEART group composed 
of volunteers from throughout America, came for 
several days of painting and the YES group, a local 
Catholic volunteer group, finished the painting on the 
third floor. The Confirmation Class from Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish offered a variety of skills. One group 
painted, another cleaned and a third group planted 
flowers. The enthusiasm of the youth and their 
generous spirits blesses Padua Center.

Not only the Young, but also the Young at Heart

In addition to the youth volunteers, several adults and 
adult groups volunteered at the Center. Our special 
thanks to Paige Price, Sister Antonia Rode, and O’Dell 
Willis who volunteered to tutor during the month of 
July. While others enjoyed time at the beach, these 
generous folks have come to the Center to help 
children succeed in school. The Call of Action Group 
also spent two days painting at the Center. They 
became experts at painting woodwork. Previously 
painted woodwork needing a touch up is their 
trademark. Giving to others is such a strong spirit in 
our community!  

Painters:
   Catholic Heart
   YES Groups

Leaders:
Andrew Majors and Cathy
Our Lady of Lourdes confirmation class

Adult: Sharon Christy

Call to Action Group:
Jeanne Zurat
Dusty Tyukoldy
Rose Underwood,
Sydney Condray

Financial Support:
St. John’s Jesuit High School Community
Thom and Dianne Powers
Thomas Robakowski
Rev. Joseph Jaros
Bob and Alice Arnzen
St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Locust Street, Toledo, Ohio

Volunteers and Donors


