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Two New Programs Begin in September
Inside This Issue:
Installation of Leadership...............2
Fitness Ground Completed............2
Eagles Scout Projects.....................3
Summer Camps a Success.............3
Home Repairs Workshop..............4
Light Force Formed.......................4
Volunteers Rate Number One.......4

Mission Statement
The Padua Center, sponsored by
St. Martin de Porres parish, is a
Christian community-based presence
reaching out by empowering people
at all stages of life to achieve their
maximum potential through education,
counseling, support and community
involvement.
Vision
The Vision of the Padua Center is a
neighborhood free of commercial sex
trafficking, and drugs (use and supply),
beautified by the people actively
engaged in community and self-growth.
Principles
Umoja—unity
Imani—faith
Kujichagulia—Self-determination
Ujima—collective work
Ujamaa—cooperative economics
Nia—purpose
Kuumba—creativity

The Padua Center
1416 Nebraska
Toledo, Ohio 43607
(419) 241-6465
www.paduacenter.org

Thanks to the generosity of the D’Youville Foundation, Padua Center will
begin two innovative programs in September.

Vision Therapy
Dr. Jeffrey Schmakel approached Sister Virginia in January 2007 about
the possibility of offering vision therapy at Padua Center. Convinced by
the great success that he achieved with children who came to his office,
he desired to reach out and provide such therapy for children who did
not have the financial means to receive such intervention with their
learning challenges.
During the summer, Padua Center painted and rearranged rooms to
create a dedicated space for the vision therapy. Nancy Young, a veteran
teacher, is learning to provide the therapy. Padua Center staff conducts
vision therapy daily. Each therapy course is one hour daily for ten weeks.
All children who come to Padua Center for tutoring will, with the
permission of their parent or guardians, receive testing for vision
problems. The doctor will also ascertain whether such therapy will help
them in their learning.

Padua Possibilities
The Padua Possibilities Program is an innovative program that will
address the educational and behavioral needs of children suspended
from Pickett Academy.
With the summer revamping of Pickett School, our nearest
neighborhood school, Padua Center entered into a planning process
with the administration to provide an alternative for suspended
children. Key to this program will be the involvement of parents and the
administration in developing a plan of action for each child.
The Padua Center is hoping to make connections with various support
agencies and services to assist the students in a comprehensive
evaluation and support for student success in school.

The Installation is a Festive Event
Wearing Kente Cloth, an African symbol of leadership, the new
Leadership of St. Martin de Porres Parish committed themselves to
furthering the mission of the parish and taking a sponsorship position
for Padua Center and Claver House during the installation ceremony
on August 24, 2008.

Sister Virginia addresses the congregation
after her Installation as Pastoral Leader of St.
Martin de Porres Parish.

Gathered for the Sunday morning liturgy, nearly 150 persons joined
in prayer and in witnessing the commitment to the future made by
Sister Virginia Welsh, the new Pastoral Leader and Father Chris Vasko,
the Parish Chaplain. The Pastoral Team of K. LaVerne Redden, Mary
Thebo, Alicia Smith, Kathy Jeffery, Mike Feltman, Mike Youngblood,
Gayle Stinson, Dan Dawson and Deanna Draper all joined in the
commitment, as did Parish Council members Earma Algee, and Monica
Holiday-Goodman. Unfortunately, Sister Rosellyn Theisen, Darla Depp,
Curtis Cotton, and Rose Parker could not attend.

Father Michael Billian presided at the Installation, as a representative of Bishop Blair. The transfer of
sponsorship of Padua Center connects the center more closely to the ministerial outreach of St. Martin de
Porres Parish. This connection will assist in volunteer recruitment, program development, and overall stability
of Padua Center. In addition, the facilities of Padua Center will be part of the parish oversight and usage.

Don’t Forget

Installation and Blessing of the Mural will take place in Ujima Park and Garden on Sunday, October 12,
2008 at 5:00 PM.

It’s a Fitness Ground!
During the first week of August, Andrew Gaillardetz organized the
installation of fitness play equipment behind Padua Center. It didn’t take
long for the children gathered for summer camps to climb, scale, swing,
jump, and enjoy this addition to the center.
The equipment, obtained by Toledo Grows and ONYX several years ago, was
awaiting a home. The Padua Center staff conceived of the development
of an Edible, Playable Fitness Ground. With the help of a fundraiser by St.
John’s Jesuit High School, a major
donation from St. John’s Jesuit
Alevia is first to the top!
community, other donors and
volunteers, the fitness ground is well underway.
In addition to the play equipment, Padua Center will install a
walking path and landscape the area in edible plants, trees, and
bushes. With the chickens in one corner of the fitness ground, children
and adults will experience a holistic view of healthy living and the circle
of life.

Gaillardetz Twins Perform Eagle Scout
Projects at Padua Center

Chickens Arrive!

This summer, David and Andrew Gaillardetz, seniors
at St. John’s Jesuit High School and potential Eagle
Scouts, did their Scout projects at Padua Center.

On August 25, Padua Center received five hens.
Already on the first day, we found an egg. Children
in the neighborhood are very excited. A number of
neighbors have also stopped by to see them.

David Gaillardetz planned, directed and executed
a Challenge Week for fifteen Padua Campers. Each
day the participants rotated through four learning
stations. Activities and involvement were the rule
of the day and each participant really enjoyed the
learning process. To complete the Challenge Week
and to celebrate their learning, David organized a
carnival. Cotton candy, popcorn, a cakewalk, beanbag
toss, and many other activities kept us all busy.
Andrew Gaillardetz’s Eagle Scout project was the
installation of the fitness/playground equipment. Mr.
Jimmy Kohne assisted in the technical aspects of the
project and numerous volunteers and other scouts
completed the installation.

Roberta & Jamie come
out of the coop for some
fresh air.

Our little flock of five
hens enjoys time in
their run.

Many thanks to Diana Gaillardetz who assisted her sons
with these big endeavors; Diana was almost a part of
Padua Center’s staff by the end of the two weeks!

Music Camp Completes the Summer Programming
Summer Camps at Padua Center were a hit from the beginning until the end. In June, the younger campers
(K-4) enjoyed the Padua Potters Puttering Camp. Older campers (Grades 5-8) participated in the Shalom and
Magic Camps in July. While in August, Music Makes the World
Go Around enthralled young campers (K-4).
During Music Camp this summer, our children benefited from
Project ABC, an arts program for children. Through Jori Jex,
Director of Project ABC, Christina Muntz, played her harp for
a day, while the children were busy in the Ujima Park and
Garden.
In addition to learning about peace, the environment, music
and magic, the children also received educational assistance
throughout the summer. The availability of tutors allowed for
tutoring of children two or three times a week. Much thanks
to the tutors who gave of their summer vacation to help Padua
Children.

Words from Alicia Smith, Educational
Coordinator
Hello, Everyone:
What a wonderful experience it is to work at Padua
Center! The mission of empowerment is such a great
contribution to the community.
I enjoy a number of things about my new job, and
being part of St. Martin de Porres ministry is at the
top of that list. On August 24, I had the opportunity to
attend service at St. Martin de Porres and there was
such an amazing joyful spirit present. The choir was
angelic and the members were inviting, my family and
I plan to visit again.
On an informational note, the after-school tutoring
program will begin on September 15, 2008, from
3:00-5:30 PM. We are providing assistance with
homework for students grades K-6. We will also have
fun activities for the children to enjoy during the time
that they are with us. From gardening to taking care
of the chickens, our children will enjoy learning at
Padua Center.

Volunteers and Donors
Contributions received this past month from:
Organizations
Corpus Christi University Parish
UAW Women’s Group (Gwendolyn Yarbrough)
Yell & Tell! Stop Child Abuse Now! (Pam Crabtree)
Individuals
Will and Gloria Baughn
Amy Rowe
Kim Welsh and friends
In-Kind Donations
Bob Borman (computers)
Jeff Moritz (landscape design and soil)
Jake Moritz (landscaping consultation)

I am so very excited about this school year, and what
it will bring for the children, as well as for the center.
We encourage you to visit and contribute any talents
that our God has given you.

Home Repair Skills Workshop Offered
at Padua Center
Have you ever wanted to add an electrical outlet in
a room? Have you been afraid to put in a
ceiling fan?
Padua Center is sponsoring a home repairs class
taught by Jonathan King.
September 29, 2008
from 6:00-8:00 PM

“YES” group posing after painting!

Light Force Forms
The Padua Alliance is continuing its work at improving
the neighborhood by focusing on the lighting issues. A
small, dedicated group of persons from the University
of Toledo, Padua Center and the neighborhood set a
special neighborhood meeting:
Tuesday, September 15, 2008 at 5:15 PM at Pickett
Academy
The purpose of the meeting is to determine areas
to focus on for action. Three areas mentioned are
increased lumens (brightness), increased lights and
pedestrian lighting.

